WORKSHOP ON FORCED MIGRATION 

18th to 22nd September 2006

To be jointly organised by the Academy of Third World Studies

Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi and the

Mahanirban Calcutta Research Group, Kolkata

Applications are invited for a 5-day workshop on Forced Migration to be conducted by the Academy of Third World Studies, Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi and the Mahanirban Calcutta Research Group, Kolkata from the 18th to 22nd September 2006 at the Jamia Millia Islamia. The workshop is intended for younger academics (preferably under 35), refugee activists and others working in the field of human rights and humanitarian assistance for victims of forced displacement. The curriculum will deal with themes of nationalism, ethnicity, partition, and partition-refugees, national regimes and the international regime of protection, political issues relating to regional trends in migration in South Asia, internal displacement, the gendered nature of forced migration and protection framework, resource politics, environmental degradation, and several of the issues related to the forced displacement of people. The workshop will have emphasis on the experiences of displacement, creative writings on refugee life, critical legal and policy analysis, and analysis of relevant notions such as vulnerability, care, risk, protection, return and settlement.

Applicants must have (a) 3 years experience in the work of protection of the victims of forced displacement, or hold a post-graduate degree in Social Sciences or Liberal Arts, and (b) proficiency in English. Applications in plain paper, along with a CV giving all necessary particulars and a 500-1000 word write-up on how the programme is relevant to the applicant’s work and may benefit the applicant should be send to the Coordinator, Migration Workshop. The organisers will bear expenses for travel and local hospitality for all selected participants. Applications can be sent by e-mail to ad_behera@hotmail.com or by post, and must reach the address below by 17 August 2006. For details visit the Academy of Third World Studies website http://www.jmi.nic.in/atws/atws.htm. Inquiries relating to the application procedure are welcome. Last date for applications is 17 August 2006.

Dr. Ajay Darshan Behera

Coordinator, Migration Workshop

Academy of Third World Studies

Jamia Millia Islamia

Maulana Mohd. Ali Johar Marg

New Delhi 110025

Press Release
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(18-22 September 2006)

The Academy of Third World Studies (ATWS) in collaboration with the Mahanirban Calcutta Research Group (CRG) successfully completed a five-day international workshop on Forced Migration from the 18th to 22nd September 2006 at the ATWS. Twenty participants took part in the workshop. There were two foreign participants, five outstation participants and thirteen from Delhi. The inaugural Keynote address was delivered by Ms. Carol Batchelor, Chief of Mission, UNHCR, New Delhi.

The five days were divided into five modules. The modules were the following:

Module A: The Context and Issues of Forced Migration

Module B: Gender Dimensions of Forced Migration

Module C: Refugee Protection: Laws and Regimes

Module D: Resource Politics and Displacement

Module E: Internal Displacement: Causes, Voices and Representation 
Over a period of five days, thirty resource persons including film-makers interacted with the participants. The participants who spoke on various aspects of Forced Migration were the following: Prof. Rashmi Doraiswamy, Hon. Deputy Director, ATWS; Dr. Ranabir Samaddar, Director, CRG; Prof. Smitu Kothari, Lokayan; Ms. Ritu Menon, Women Unlimited; Prof. Achin Vanaik, University of Delhi; Ms. Sumbul Rizvi, UNHCR; Dr. Navnita Chadha Behera, University of Delhi; Prof. Meenakshi Thapan, University of Delhi; Dr. Kalpana Viswanath, Secretary, JAGORI; Ms. Gayatri Sharma, Centre for Feminist Legal Research; Dr. Shreyashi Chaudhuri, CRG; Ms. Urvashi Butalia, Director and Co-founder of Kali for Women; Prof. Seema Alavi, JMI; Ms. Shohini Ghosh, MCRC, JMI; Dr. Manoj Kumar Sinha, Director, Indian Society for International Law; Prof. Abdul Rahim Vijapur, ATWS;  Dr. Walter Fernandes, North Eastern Social Research Centre, Guwahati; Mr. Surinder Oberoi, ICRC, Dr. Patrick Hoenig, Visiting Fellow, ATWS; Dr. J. M. Moosa, ATWS; Mr. Soumitra Dastidar, Independent Film Maker; Dr. Paula Banerjee, CRG; Dr. Sabiha Alam, ATWS; Mr. Shankar Sen, NHRC; Ms. Neena Bansal Krishna, NHRC; Mr. Himansu Upadhyaya, Inter-Cultural Resources, Mr. Madhuresh Kumar, CACIM: India Institute for Critical Action - Centre in Movement; Dr. Sadhna Arya, University of Delhi, Dr. Nayana Bose, UNHCR; Mr. Vincent Nicod, Head of South Asia Delegation, ICRC, New Delhi.


The unique feature of the workshop was the screening of a number of feature and documentary films related to the theme of migration and displacement. Two feature films, Hanna K directed by Costa Gavras and Hotel Rwanda directed by Terry George were screened. And a number of documentary films were screened including Tales of the Night Fairies directed by Shohini Ghosh, The Story of a Golden River directed by Soumitra Dastidar, Development Flows from the Barrel of a Gun directed by Biju Toppo and Meghnath.


With the completion of the workshop on the 22nd September on the last day, the Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Mushirul Hasan awarded a certificate of participation to all those participants who attended the entire workshop.
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