
 

The Street and the Making of Cities 

 

 

Bio Note 

Ritajyoti Bandyopadhyay teaches Urban History and Political Economy at the Indian Institute of 
Science Education and Research Mohali. He is the author of Streets in Motion: The Making of 
Infrastructure, Property, and Political Culture in Twentieth-century Calcutta, Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 2022.  

Abstract 

Ritajyoti Bandyopadhyay proposes an approach to urban history by theorizing and historicizing the 
‘street’ as an apparatus of city-making and subject formation. It works at two registers—a local 
history of Calcutta in the first half of the twentieth century, and a theorizing of the logistical and 
political-cultural centrality of the street within this rubric. He argues that the street is politics in as 
much as politics is the production of space. 

 

 


