
Annual  R epor t  2 0 0 1  –  2 0 0 2  
 

 
1 . R efugee W at ch:  
 
1.1 Refugee Watch contained to be publis hed fr om Mahanirban Calcutta Research 

Group (therefore CRG) dur ing 2001-2002 and receive inter national acclaim 
(the lates t being a commendation from S arah Green of the Univer s ity of 
London). We have reas ons  to believe that the j ournal has  reached a s tage 
when we can feel j us tly proud of what I  des cr ibed in the las t annual r epor t as , 
our  ‘flags hip publication’. I n all 4 is s ues  (Numbers  13, 14, 15, 16 published in 
March, June, S eptember  and December  of 2001) came out in this  year . T he 
fir s t three is sues  dealt with s uch themes  as  ‘ the dis placed in the nor theas t’,  
‘power , fear , ethics  in refugee protection’, displacing people, nations  march 
ahead’ res pectively. T he las t is s ue was sor t of a mixed bag in which such 
questions  as  rel ief and rehabilitation in Wes t Bengal, Pales tinian refugees  in 
Lebanon and asylum seeker s  in Australia wer e discus sed. S ome of the themes  
that have figured in the above-mentioned is sues  are:  refugees  and internally 
dis placed per sons  in the nor theast with s pecial emphas is  on the Chins  and 
Reangs of the nor theast, refugee problem in Afr ica and the Mus lims  of France, 
the Mohaj ir s  of Pakis tan, the plight of the refugee on the US -Mexico border , 
media and immigration in the nor theast, the Burmese internal refugees , I DPs  
of S r i Lanka etc.  While the inventory gives  us  a fair  idea of how var ied the 
themes  could be they were effectively tied up with s er ious  and theor etically 
minded paper s  as , ‘power , fear , and ethics ’.  I n shor t,  RW true to its  obj ective 
tr ied to become a combination of the academic and activis t genr es  of wr itings  
on the s ubj ects  of its  interes t. S ome of the exper iments  introduced in the las t 
year  relating to the des ign, layout, columns  and editor ial featur es  were 
car r ied out in this  year  als o. I t is  s ti ll  pas s ing through a trans itional s tage and 
the EC agrees  the impor tance of improving it fur ther . 

 
1.2 A pr oposal for  renewal of our  annual contract for  br inging out RW along with 

sugges tions  for  impr ovement of the j our nal was  submitted to the S outh As ia 
Forum for  Human Rights  (S AFHR), Kathmandu. We ar e thankful to S AFHR for  
shar ing concer n for  improving the j ournal fur ther . 

 
 
1.3 T he year  2001-2002 has  to my mind, been a crucial year  in the life of CRG. 

For  it is  pr ecisely in this  year  that CRG took off from a small gr oup of socially 
committed researcher s  and activis ts  pr imar i ly based in Calcutta to a body that 
has  s pread its  wings  acros s  I ndian and other  S outh As ian countr ies . Our  
S outh As ian Editor ial Body of RW is  i l lus trative of this .  We are in cons tant 
contact with some of the fines t minds  of S outh As ia, who have agreed to 
become its  members . We recor d our  hear t- felt thanks  to all of them. 

 
2 . P r oj ect s  
 
2.1 CRG under took a proj ect on “I ndian bes t practices  on asylum and r efugee 

treatment’ in collaboration with the UNHCR dur ing this  per iod. T he proj ect has  
continued accor ding to plan dur ing this  per iod. Preliminary meetings  with 
researcher s  were held in November  and December . Draft of paper s  will be 
revised accor ding to s ugges tions  and editor ial comments . T he proj ect is  
expected to finis h in 2002-2003. T he members  wil l be glad to know that CRG 



has  already entered into an agreement with S age Publications  to br ing out 
know that CRG has  already into an agreement with S age Publications  to br ing 
out the book. Ranabir  S amaddar  wil l edit it. S amir  K. Das  and Paula Baner j ee 
have been the j oint coordinator s  of the proj ect. Pradip K. Bose was  requested 
to be the inter nal evaluator . 

 
2.2 Another  pr oj ect on ‘I nternal Displacement in S outh As ia’ was  under taken 

dur ing this  per iod in collaboration with the B rookings  I ns titution, Washington 
D.C. Our  coordinator  of this  proj ect is  S abyasachi Basu Ray Chaudhury. T he 
work has  j us t began –  direct discus s ions  and dis cus s ions  by mail were held in 
the per iod with s everal researcher s . T he concept of the work was  finalized. 
CRG has  proposed to B rookings  a works hop to be held on receiving the 
s tudies , so that revis ion can take place on agreed s ugges tions  and guidelines ,  
and the volume cab be prepared for  publications . T he proj ect will be hopefully 
completed in 2002-2003. 

 
2.3 T he work of the S outh As ian S tudies  Reader  under  the editor s hip of Ranabir  

S amaddar  is  almos t over . T he Mss  have been submitted to and accepted by 
the S age Publications . I t has  already founded a mention in the S age’s  global 
aler t’ on publications . I t is  expected to come out by 2002. T he publication will 
cer tainly add to our  pres tige as  a intended to s erve as  a ready reference for  
the s tudents  and researcher s  engaged in the filed. CRG’s  leader s hip in this  
regar d is  cer tainly commendable. While this  is  an introductory volume, the 
presently conceived three other  volumes will deal with s pecific is s ues  of peace 
agreements , gender , and human r ights  in that order .  

 
2.4 T he fir s t peace and human r ights  dialogue programme for  eas t and the 

nor theas t was  held in Calcutta on 13-14 October  in Calcutta 2001. T he repor t 
has  been made separately available. I t was  held in collaboration with Konrad 
Adenauer  S tiftung and Foudation for  Univer sal Res pons ibil ity of New Delhi. 
T he par ticipants  of the dialogue res olved to car ry forward the programme in 
order  to create a network of peace activis ts  of the region. CRG accordingly 
with its  par tner s  has  been engaged in car rying out the tasks  res olved in 
October  2001. 

 
2.5 Members  of the Group presented paper s , par ticipated, in and chaired var ious  

ses s ions  of national and international s eminar s  and workshop on migration, 
refugee r ights , conflict and peace in the nor theas t, par tition, dis placed 
women, and forms  of j us tice;  they also took par t in the var ious  research 
programmes  and planning committees . CRG became more known through 
these activis ts  of its  members . 

 
3. T he pr oces s  of launching a webs ite in pur suance of our  ear l ier  decis ion has  

begun in r ight earnes t. S uggestions  and proposals  in this  res pect are always  
welcome from the GB members . 

 
4. But many other  things  that we have decided to do remain to be done. We 

have s ti l l not been able to launch the Bengali Jour nal (Nyaya O Adhikar ) that 
we had planned to br ing out. Our  monthly seminar  ser ies  could not take off in 
spite of our  commitments . 

 
 



5. All of you agree will that CRG can function pr oper ly and achieve its  obj ectives  
only when we have an appr opr iate office infras tructure. We have already 
s tar ted overhauling and restructur ing the office. T he work ethic is  als o 
impor tant. But the tas k is  far  from being over . T he impor tance of regular  
employees  in this  r egard can hardly be exagger ated. At this  s tage, we are s ti l l  
unable to maintain regular  employees . We are taking s teps  t improve it. 

 
6 . P lant  for  2 0 0 2 -2 0 0 3 :  

 
6.1 T o continue the proj ects  already under  way and to complete them within the 

time frame. 
6.2 I n pur suance of an under s tanding with the I nter national Center  for  Ethnic 

S tudies , Colombo to work on a ‘S outh As ian Regional Compendium of 
I ns titutions/ S cholar s  and their  S cholar ship and Minor ity Publications ’.  

6.3 T o s trengthen the peace dialogue process , and develop an educational and 
research programme on culture of peace with emphas is  on women. 

6.4 T o continue publication on forced migration 
6.5 T o put emphas is  on the publication of CRG’s  Paper  S er ies  
6.6 T o develop webs ite. 
6.7 T o hold monthly seminar s  
6.8 T o initiate programme on refugee s tudies  in I ndia 
6.9 T o initiate the Bengali j ounrnal 
6.10 And, to evolve an appr opr iate adminis trative infras tructure and culture 

conductive to res earch and other  activities  of CRG.  
 
 
S amir  Kumar  Das  
S ecretary 
Mahanirban Calcutta Research Group 

 


