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I n t r oduct ion 
 
T he Calcutta Res earch Group was  established in December  1995, with a core gr oup 
of eight scholar s  of the city. S ome of the main obj ectives  of forming the research 
group wer e (a) to develop a group of s cholar  –  activis ts  to engage in policy s tudies  
par ticular ly relating to the eas t and nor th eas t of I ndia and the sub –  continent, 
these policy matter s  r elating to the themes  of cultural s tudies , ethnicity, trance 
border  and internal population flow, human r ights  and peace and conflict resolution,  
labor  r ights  and dignity;  (b) to spons or  or  commis s ion s tudies  based on research and 
trans lation or  compilation relating to the above mentioned themes  of policy inter es t;  
(c) to fos ter  academic and cultural contacts  within the country and S outh As ia at 
large towar ds  developing a research networ k on related policy matter s ;  (d) to 
organize, under take and promote publications , audio –  vis ual documentations  
seminar s , works hops , and campaigns  on the said policy matter s . 
 
T he Calcutta Res earch Group following its  applications  was  regis tered as  Mahanir ban 
Calcutta Res earch Group (MCRG) in June 1997, under  the West Bengal S ocieties  
Regis tration Act 1961. T he MCRG is  now a Regis tered S ociety with cer tain s tatuary 
obligations . I t has  now its  own office, a par t time computer  operator , and help –  
hand for  its  office work. 
 
I n this  per iod repor ting (1997 –1998), the s ociety has  been active in a number  of 
proj ects  of s ocial impor tance as  per  the obj ectives  of the society. S ome of the 
activities  the book release cer emony. 
 
Car r ied out  include:  
 

1 . R efugee W at ch 
 

Refugee Watch is  a quar ter ly news letter  on the flow of refugees , migrants , 
internally dis placed per s ons  and potential refugees in S outh As ia. 
T he purpos e of this  news letter  is  to s tudy, campaign, and build a network of 
concerned people including academics  and activis ts . T he fis t is s ue of the 
news letter  was  published in January 1998 and the s econd is s ue is  under  
preparation. T he news letter  is  edited by Ranabir  S amaddar , who is  s uppor ted 
by a team of s pecialis ts  in the field including Paula Baner j ee, L ipi Ghos h,  
S abyasachi Basu Roychaudhury, Prodip Bose and S ubir  Bhaumik and other s .  
S pecial mention should be made of Jayanta Das  Gupta, Ciculation Manager ,  
who has  put in unstinted effor t to br ing out the publication in time. 
Refugee Watch is  brought out in collaboration with S outh As ian Forum for  
Human Rights  (S AFHR). I t has  been circulated widely and is  viewed as  
necessary contr ibution in the dis s emination of information on the Refugee 
problems  in S outh As ia. 
 

2 . P ubl icat ion  
 

A two days  works hop on the Chittagong Hil l T r acts , Banglades h, helds  by the 
CRG in Calcutta in 1996 had decided to fur ther  campaign on related is s ues  of 
militer isation, refugee exodus , problem of settlement in the hil l tracts , 
treatment of the j umma refugees  in I ndia etc. As  a par t of the campaign 
programme on the CHT , L iving on T he Edge, Es says  on the Chittagong Hill 



T racts  came out in October  1997. T he volume has  been edited by S ubir  
Bhaumik, of BBC, Dr . Megna Guha T hakur ta of Dhaka Univer s ity and 
S abyasachi Basu Roychaudhuty of the Rabindra Bharati Univer s ity, Calcutta.  
T he volume is  based on the paper s  presented in the above mentioned 
seminar  and a s imilar  seminar  was  held in Dhaka in 1996. 
T his  book als o has  been published in as s ociation with the S outh As ian Forum 
for  Human Rights . T he book was  released in December  1997 at Kathmandu, 
Nepal by S AFHR. Ranabir  S amaddar , Pradip Bose, S abyasachi Basu 
Raychaudhury and S ubir  Bhaumik, member s  and fr iends  of MCRG were 
present in the book release cer emony. 

 
3 . Meet ing 

 
A meeting was organized on “Women in Bangladesh” at Bangla Academy, 
Calcutta on 16 December  1997. T he s peaker  were Dr . Megna Guha T hakur ta,  
Dhaka Univer s ity, Banglades h and S ur iyya Bengam, Has ina Ahmed Activis t 
from Banglades h. T hrough the audience was  not large, the meeting was  r ich 
in the discus s ion. 

 
4 . S ociet y Management  
 

a)  new Members hip 
T hree new members  have enrolled in the per iod of r epor ting. 
i)  Paula Baner j ee, Women’s  S tudies , Res earch Centre, Calcutta 

Univer s ity. 
j )  Anirban Chattopadhyay, Journalis t, Ananda Bazar  Patr ika. 
k)  S abyasachi Basu Ray Chudhury, T eacher ,  Rabindra Bharati 

Univer s ity. 
b)  S taff 

T he MCRG has  two par t time s taff in this  per iod for  car rying out 
necessary adminis trative functions . T hey wer e R. K . Mahato, Computer  
Operator  and K. K . S ingh, Office s taff.  
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