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Narrative Report

D Reflections

Please reflect on lessons learned, events that have been significant to your work, changes that you

believe may result within the next year or so as & result of the work conducted under the grant, ways in
which you believe that the work performed will help the organization achieve its long-term goals, and/or
challenges or surprises you have encountered during the most recent reporting period.

The research and dialogue program on «Development, Democracy, and Governance -
Lessons and Policy Implications” has now completed its first year. This is a three year
program whose components are the research segment itself, dialogues, workshops, public
lectures, web based discussion, and publications. This is evidently a complex and multi faceted
program where the main challenge is to coordinate the activities and bring out the desired results.
From this angle the first year of the program has laid a solid basis for the next two years’
activities. The first year of the program concentrated on identifying and finalizing the research
agenda, clarifying the research issues involved, building up the research collective, and
anticipating new themes and areas that might prove relevant for the program. The first research
workshop was a good beginning in this sense. On the basis of this CRG was able to firm up the
research collective, which includes others besides the researchers.

From this point of view it was only natural that web based discussion would take some time to
begin in a substantive way. However, CRG has been able to build up a web based segment,
relevant to this program, and the second year of the research should see proper uploading of
material, different resources, updating them, posting of the reports, and laying down a format of
discussion. Reflecting on last year’s activities, it can be said that the public lectures which have
already started have toacqiire focus. However this is not easy given the fact that in the overall
budget nature and nature of the program the public lectures do not have priority. But in order to
reach the local audience (teachers, students and civil society members) CRG wants to give
importance to these lectures. Tt will now plan these lectures better. David Ludden’s public lecture
on ‘territory reorganizing’ was of course exceptional. It was attended by a large number of
teachers and students from several social science disciplines interested in the theme of
governance. It was a success. Tt was also the high point of the Third Critical Studies Conference,
Titled as the Conference on “Empires, States, and Migration” (11 — 12 September 2009).

Most important is the fact that the interaction on the theme of development and governance has
deepened our ideas on the theme and given us new insight as to how to pursuc this research
program. We are hoping that the second year of the program will witness the fruits of first year’s
activities. We shall hold the dialogue on governance scheduled to be held in the first year now in
the second year. This will be apart from holding the second research workshop to be held in
Gangtok on 14-15 May 2010.




[ ] Activities/lssues Addressed
For project support grants, please comment on the work done in regard to the proposed activities in the
grant proposal. For general support grants, please comment on developments on the issues addressed
in the grant proposal.

Activities/Issues Addressed in Proposal

® Research

® Organization of dialogues, conference, workshops, public forums, and public lectures (these
are mainly in the nature of outreach and dissemination activities, though they combine

input gathering purpose as well)

® Organization of web based material for wider circulation, interaction, and web-based and
print publications (these will be mainly dissemination activities)

Activities/Issues Addressed

Issues
® Research
The whole research program has finally been modified and divided into four clusters:

1. Law, Legality, Legitimacy, and Issues of Governance

2. Science, Technology, and the New Style of Governance

3. Governance and Production of Subjectivities

4. Identity Needs, Developmental Needs, and the Securitized Response

Details of the clusters are given below -

Cluster 1: “Law, Legality, Legitimacy, and Issues of Governance”
o Ashutosh Kumar on “Ideals of Developmental Governance — Imaginations and Manifestos of the Political

Parties”

o Benjamin Zachariah on “The Indian State, Nehruvian (Anti-) Nationalism, and the Question of
Belonging”

o Kalpana Kannabiran on “Citigenship, Popular Constitutionalism and Social Transformation: A
Preliminary Exploration”

Cluster 2: “Science, Technology, and the New Style of Governance”

o Dipankar Sinha on “Development and E-Governance: Reflections on India’s Democratic Experience”

o Manish Kumar Jha on “Whose Breach was it? Disaster and Development Experience through
Embankment Years”

o Parthasarathi Banerjee on “Science and Technology for Governance and Coordination”

o Sutirtha Bedajna on “Between Growth and Sustainability — The Illusions of Environmental Governance in
India”

Cluster 3: “Governance and Production of Subjectivities”

o Anup Dhar on “Developmental Democracy’ through Education: Production of New-fangled Subjectivities
and Corpulent Psychic Economies”

o Badri Narayan Tiwari on “Culture, State and Governance: A Study of North Zone Cultural Centre,
NCZCC, Allahabad”

o Rajarshi Dasgupta on “Governing a Democracy and Guiding Development - Recent Policy Explosion in
India and Ethics in Governance”

o Ranabir Samaddar on “Governing the Minorities”




Cluster 4: “Identity Needs, Developmental Needs, and the Securitise Response”

o Amit Prakash on “Identity Needs, Developmental Needs, and Governmental Responses Reflections on
India’s Democratic Experience”

© Ratan Khasnabis on “Governing the Economy of Rural India”

° Sujata Dutta Hazatika on “Conflict and Development — Implications for Democracy and Governance”

© Swarna Rajagopalan on “Security and Development — Implications for Democracy and Governance in
India”

Most of the draft research papers have been received by 31 March 2010. With these CRG will

now hold the Second Research Workshop at Hotel Ttakshang Residency, Gangtok on 14 — 15

May 2010 to discuss the papers. Eminent expetts from various parts of India have been invited

to attend the research workshop and to comment on the draft research papers. The received

draft research papers have been sent to the concerned experts for their comments. It is to be

noted that discussants form an important segment in the research collective, and are instrumental

in promoting dialogues on the theme.

® Organization.of Dialogues, Conference, Workshops, Public Forums, and Public
Lectures ’

0 Two — day Research Workshop was organized on the theme, “Development, Democracy,
and Governance — Lessons and Policy Implications” on 17 -1 8 July 2009 at Sabhaghar I,
Swabhumi, Kolkata to design the research segment under the program. There were six
sessions stretched over two days apart from the introductory and concluding sessions.

Several research proposals were presented by notable scholars from various parts of India.
Eminent experts were invited to comment on the research proposals.

The workshop recalled the meeting in Bhubaneshwar- where CRG had placed the idea of
studying the evolution of governmental practices in India. Studying government as part

of postcolonial democracy is the main theme of this research and dialogue program. How

to govern a democracy? How does a democtacy come to be governed has not been addressed in
the history of political ideas; whereas this has been addressed in political economy / economics
in the form of studying governmental practices regarding markets. It has been expected to situate
the entire issue in the context of the last 20 years of development — a theme that has in a

way substituted nationalist imagination. The importance of developing a network of scholars
working on the theme of Development, Democracy and Governance was mentioned
considering the work is dialogic.

The proposal, Tdeals of Developmental Governance - Imaginations and ~ Manifestoes of the Political Parties’
initiated a discourse on the democratic transformation and raised the question whether or not it
is able to reconcile the various areas within the rubric of ‘new democracy’. The disaster
management process of the state was highlighted in the proposal ‘Disaster and Developmental
Experience’ which shows that the response of the government came from its understanding of the
possible electoral outcome. Ethnographic and anthropological literature shows how disaster
produces subjectivities. Three questions that set the backdrop of the study, Developmental
Democracy’ through Education: Production of New-fangled S ubjectivities and Corpulent Psychic Economies’, are
1) For governance related questions; education is the site.
2) At other times; education is the conduit of producing subjectivities.
3) Governance of higher education system; state’s obsession with the higher educational
institution.
The proposal, Tdentity Needs, Developmental Needs, and Governmental Responses- Reflections on India's
Democratic Excperience’ hinted to explore the complex dynamics of the politics of identity and
development that seems to anchor much of India’s democratic experience. One breed of
nationalist politics is development and another aspect is identity and how they intersect. The
proposal, ‘Governance and Development in Northeast in a Conflict-ridden state - Reflections on India's
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Experience in Manipur’ seek to explore the development and governance debate through the NE
Vision 2020 pushed by the North Eastern Council (NEC). Something which is missing in the
study of governance is the amount of violence that is used. The continuity of violence from
colonial to post colonial societies was traced through a reading of Hunter and Sachar
Commission Report in the proposal, ‘Discipline and Development — Governmental Policy on the Minority
Subject from Hunter to Sachar’. Suggestion was there to look at how minorities are produced as
democratic subjects; formation of democratic subjectivities. The proposal on ‘Governing Rural
India’ resorted to a Gramscian framework in which one defines state as ‘force plus consent on
hegemony armoured by coetcion in which political society organizes force and civil society
provides consent’. ‘Development and E- Governance - Reflections on India’s Democratic Experience’
proposed to address the extent of the thesis of Digital divide is tenable in facilitating the
emergence of developmental democracy and how to strike a balance between the development —
orientation and facilitation of democracy. The main emphasis of the research proposal ‘Governing
a Democracy and Guiding Development - Recent Policy Excplosion in India and Ethics in Governance’ was to
comprehend how the restructuring of the government in the dawn of liberalisation tries to
translate the notion of good governance into practice, and what is its impact on the composition
of the government through a detailed study of three institutions (the office of Ethics
Commissioner, Rashtriya Lokayukta and the Ethics Committee) in neo-liberal governmentality.
Discontinuities in the story within Representation of Dalits in Rural Governance’ were detected. It was
asked if it is possible to re-read Ambedkar against the new context. The proposal ‘Culture and
Governance: A study of Zonal Cultural Centres in India’ centred on the questions like how Indian state
formulates its preference to support cultures of the communities? How do they create its units,
categories to govern and administer cultural support? Participants felt that critiquing the idea of
constitutionalism with the idea of popular constitutionalism was the strength of the proposal,
‘Citigenship, Popular Constitutionalism and Social Transformation’.

*

Following decisions were taken in the two - day research workshop:
® The research workshop would become a collective.
® Three Clusters based on three sets of materials and comments were decided. They are:

1. Law, Legality, Legitimacy and Issues of Governance
2. Developmental Imperatives and New Style of Governance
3. Governance and Production of Subjectivities

® It was decided that the revised research proposals should reach CRG by 20 August 2009.
® First draft of papers were to be submitted by 6 months.

® Three workshops would be organised in Delhi, Northeast India, and Hyderabad to discuss the
first drafts in the following year.

® In 2011 the papers would be discussed in the conference.

® Publication plan: EPW special issue; Seminar, plus book (monographs and edited volumes)
publications.

® Website: There would be an interactive section on the CRG website related to this research
and dialogue program. Clusters would be represented there properly; likewise researchers
(along with their profiles) would be listed there; web-based resources would be built up;
appropriate links would be provided; along with relevant reports, publications, etc. Likewise,
the resource material that researchers would have made use of would be placed there.

The membership would however remain limited initially to the people now involved in the
research and dialogue program.




Discussant: Manabi Majumdar, Centre for Studies in Social Sciences, Calcutta (LOS>C)
0 “The Background of National Environmental Policy in India — Exploring Influences’
by Sutirtha Bedajna, Calcutta Research Group
 Discussant: Sujay Basu, Jadavpur University
Chair: Samir Kumar Das, Calcutta Research Group

® ‘Development, Government, and Nehtu Era’ by Benjamin Zachariah, Reader in South Asian
History, University of Sheffield, and Visiting Scholar to Calcutta research Group at CRG
Seminar Room on 04 January 2010

Chair: Dipankar Sinha, Depatrtment of Political Science, University of Calcutta, and Institute of
Development Studies Kolkata (IDSK)

® ‘The Devas and the Asuras: Interpretative Adventures of Indian Nationalism’ by Sanjay
Palshikar, Department of political Science, University of Hyderabad, and Fellow, Indian Institute
of Advanced Study at CRG Seminar Room on 05 February 2010

e Otganization of Web Segment

The special web segment for this program has been created on CRG website and launched on 29
March 2010. This is 2 secured section, limited initially to the people now involved in the research
and dialogue program. Only the registered users (who are involved in the programme) can have
the access of this section with particular user id and password. The section consists of the
following sub-sections:

m Program: It provides brief concept note on the research and dialogue program to the
researchers, discussants, and associates.

m Researchers: It shows concise profile of the researchers under the program with profile photo,
short bio, contact details, select publication list pertinent to the program, and one or two
pertinent writings in pdf format (previously published or unpublished).

m Discussants and Associates: It will show concise profile of the discussants and associates under
the program with profile photo, short bio, contact details, select publication list pertinent to the
program. This page is now under construction.

m Research Clusters: This section provides four defined research clusters of the research and
dialogue program with uploaded research proposals and draft research papers. There is also
provision available to upload discussion comments for each research paper. All are in pdf format.
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