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Nazes Afroz has been working as a print and broadcast journalist for more than 40 years, fifteen of which 
for the BBC in London where he held various senior editorial positions. 
Nazes has been a keen photographer for three decades documenting communities and people through his 
photographs. Along with a colleague, Nazes documented the Kabuliwalas of Kolkata as a photography 
project titled ‘From Kabul to Kolkata: Of Belonging, Memories and Identity’, which had been exhibited in 
Afghanistan, India, Bangladesh, USA, UK and Europe. Nazes supervised and led the research project on 
the Bengal Partition on behalf of the Goethe Instituts in Kolkata and Dhaka titled ‘Inherited memories: 
Third Generation Remembers Bengal Partition’. He later extended the project into a photography work 
titled, ‘Uncertain Memories/Refugee Memories of Kolkata’, which was exhibited in Kolkata in 2018. 
The Alliance Francaise, Delhi held Nazes’ solo photography exhibition ‘Behind the Veil: The Other 
Afghanistan’ as part of the Delhi Photo Festival in 2015. His photography work on the jute industry workers 
in West Bengal had been exhibited at Scotland’s Jute Museum@Verdant Works in Dundee in 2016. 
Nazes has translated Syed Mujtaba Ali&#39;s epic memoir on Afghanistan Deshe Bideshe into English, 
which was published by Speaking Tiger in India and John Murrey in the UK, under the title ‘In a Land Far 
from Home: A Bengali in Afghanistan’. His translation of Ali’s novel set in Afghanistan Shabnam was 
published by Speaking Tiger in 2024. Nazes has also co-authored a cultural guidebook on Afghanistan 
published by Kuperad in London.  
 
He is also seriously engaged in nature, wildlife and bird photography. 
 

 
 

From Kabul to Kolkata 
The Story of ‘Kabuliwala’ 
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‘“O Kabuliwala! Kabuliwala!' and the two friends, so unequal in age, would subside into their old 
laughter and their old jokes.” – Kabuliwala, Rabindranath Tagore 

 
In 1892, Tagore penned a short story about a man from a distant land—Afghanistan—living in 
Kolkata. The unlikely yet deep friendship between a five-year old Bengali girl and a middle aged 
hefty looking man in strange attires captured the imagination of Bengali readers in the shape of 
‘Kabuliwala’. Since then, the Kabuliwala has taken on a life of its own, with translations in many 
Indian and foreign languages.  

Until a few decades ago, Kabuliwalas were a common sight on the streets of Kolkata. Even though 
the community has been living here for nearly a century and a half, it remained largely invisible. 
Only a handful of locals would have had an understanding of them or the land they came from. 
The geopolitics of 1980s involving Afghanistan somehow put them under the spotlight with 
stereotypes and standard attributes forming an ambiguous image of these people.  

In the presentation, Nazes Afroz, through his photographs, will shed light on this tiny community 
still living in Kolkata in the twenty first century, and look at their sense of belonging to this city as 
well as their land of origin, the memories or a perception of that land they carry with them and the 
identity they so preciously hold dear to them.  


